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Minutes of the meeting of Turville Parish Council on Thursday 12th November at the 

Function Room of the Bull and Butcher, Turville commencing at 7.30 pm 
Present:  David Cairns- Chairman 

Ray Jones- Vice-Chairman 
George Case 
Margaret Drage 
Alice Nuttgens 

   
In attendance: Deirdre Hansen- Clerk. 
 
Also attended by James Vaughn, Kate Ashbrook, Danny and Angela Fois, Graham and CaylaTwemlow, 
Pamela Jones, Matthew Dawson, Stephanie…. and another woman. 
 
15/16.63 No apologies were received. 

15/16.64 No disclosure of interest in items on the agenda was made.  
 
15/16.65 The minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of 9th September 2015 were confirmed as a true record and signed by 
    the Chairman. 
 
15/16.66. Matters arising from the minutes not on the agenda: 

a. It had been noted at the previous meeting that 1 member of the council had not yet submitted their Register 
of Members Interest. The member was asked to submit this soonest. 

b. Re:15/16.50.e this concerned future meetings at Turville School. The PC had received a reply from the 
Chairman of the Turville School Trust that current Ofsted requirements, together with security issues would 
rule out further PC meetings in Turville School. 

c. The 4 wooden kissing gates that the PC had ordered from the Chiltern Society under the “Donate a gate” 
scheme and paid for in March had not been installed. The PC had been informed that the landowner wished 
2 of the kissing gates to be metal, but now it has been discovered that only 1 wooden kissing  gate had been 
installed and 3 metal pedestrian gates. The Chiltern Society had commented that “pedestrian gates are less 
visibly intrusive within the landscape than standard kissing gates and more accessible for off-road pushchairs 
for example”. 

 
15/16.67 Public question and answer session: 

a. Kate Ashbrook commented that the metal gates mentioned in 15/16.66.c were ugly and that the PC should 
make a complaint. 

b. James Vaughn did not agree with the PC paying for the clearing of Himalayan Balsam on private land. The 
Chairman explained that the PC had surplus funds and had examined various options of dealing with the 
surplus. The clearing of the Himalayan Balsam on the Common had been extensively discussed and a 
decision had been made in March, by the previous council that the surplus fund would be used to this end. 

c. Cayla Twemlow informed the meeting that Nick Evans has replaced Philip Roper who managed the tree work 
on the Lime Avenue. The Chairman commented that the PC was aware of this.  
 

15/16.68 Reports to be received: 
a. County Councillor- not present 
b. District Councillor- not present  
c. Northend- village association- nothing to report 
d. Turville- village association – nothing to report 
e. Chairman’s report- nothing to add 
f. Village Hall- the Village Hall Committee had held its AGM and a Trustees meeting had been held.  
 The minutes are on the village hall web site  www.thevillagehall.co.uk 
g. Meetings attended:  

 Cllr Ray Jones had attended the NAG 11/09/15. Community Speedwatch is still looking for 
volunteers. 
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 The clerk had attended TfB conference 09/10/15. The presentation is available on the BCC web site 

  The clerk had attended the Rural Forum 15/10/15, a presentation on affordable rural housing had 
been given. 

 
15/16.69 Planning: 

a. WDC decisions:  

 15/07835/CTREE Turville Heath. Management of Lime Avenue as per schedule of works. PC no 
objections, WDC have not made a tree preservation order. 

 15/07535/LBC The Old Vicarage, Turville. Listed building application for installation of 
wheelchair lift to ground floor utility room rising to first floor. PC no objection, WDC permitted. 

 
b. New applications:  

i. 15/07889/FUL The Mill House, Turville Valley Road. Householder application for erection of single 
storey detached outbuilding with retaining wall. 

ii. 15/07889/LBC The Mill House, Turville Valley Road. Householder application for erection of single 
storey detached outbuilding with retaining wall.  
 
The Chairman invited members of the public to comment on the above applications (15/07889/FUL 
is the main application). A neighbour to the property raised a number of concerns that they would 
be submitting to WDC, these included; noise, light pollution, de-greening of the  property, the 
negative effect the development would have on the view, there are already many extensions 
present, adverse effects on the setting of a listed building, this is a modern development in a 
conservation area.  
 
The meeting discussed the application and in general agreed with the public comments made. The 
PC unanimously objected to this application. The clerk was asked to formulate the text of the 
objection and circulate for members to comment before submission. 
 

iii. 15/07971/FUL Brackendale, Northend. Erection of stable block with tack room and hardstanding, 
construction of manege with post and rail fence to boundary (part retrospective).  
 
The public were asked for their comments before the PC discussed the application. A number of 
residents raised a variety of concerns including: light and noise pollution, the development would 
spoil the rural views of the valley, the use of agricultural land beyond the dwelling, the sloping site, 
lack of storage and grazing, removal of trees prior to the planning applications for the site, part 
removal of a hedge, the dumping of rubble on the footpath, access to the development and some 
general complaints about the state of the site. The Chairman reminded everyone that a number of 
the issues raised were not planning concerns and could be dealt with by other sections of local 
authorities. 
 
 The PC discussed the application and agreed that there were a great number of concerns, a 
footpath is positioned between the stable block and the manege, which is not safe, no note had 
been taken of the environment and the setting, the manage will be built on a slope, it provides 
“urban sprawl”, the stable block will be out of line with existing development. The whole 
development is in the AONB.  The PC unanimously objected to the application. The clerk was asked 
to phrase the objection and circulate to the PC for comments before submission. 
 

c. Other: 
15/06798/PNP6A and 15/07868/CLP Kimble Farm application for completion of agricultural workers 
cottage in accordance with planning permission W/93/6507/FF, refused by WDC. It had been 
appealed by Kimble Farm to Secretary of State ref: App/K0425/X/15/3017290. The appeal on 
15/07868/CLP had been withdrawn following permission from WDC was noted. This matter is a 
legal issue. 
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15/16.70 Harlequin/Arqiva Mobile infrastructure project BUC2018 to provide improved mobile phone coverage in 
    the parish in particular in Turville Village and the Turville Valley. 

 
a. The PC noted that there had been no reply from Harlequin to the request for an update.  

 The Chairman reminded the meeting that he had first been contacted by Harlequin in 
September 2014, who was acting on behalf of Arqiva, who had been appointed by the 
Government to lead the project, following the initial contact, there was no more 
communication. 

 Later the Wormsley Estate had given him more information, informing him that they were 
looking at siting a mobile phone mast on Wormsley land.  

 Later on the Chairman had met the Ibstone Parish Council Chairman, who had provided him with 
more information.  

 Following refusal by Ibstone Parish Council to locate a mast in their parish, Harlequin had 
approached Turville PC with a map showing a possible location for a mast in Turville Heath, the 
PC had proposed a second location. Harlequin had provided maps in the summer showing the 
reach of the two proposed locations in Turville Parish.  Since then there have been no replies to 
the PC’s request for more information. 

 Some time ago the Chairman had been informed by Stonor Parish that they would get a mobile 
phone mast.  

 The PC now knows from the Stonor and Wormsley estates that no masts will be located in the 
vicinity to benefit either Parish. 

 
The meeting discussed the next steps and it was agreed to write to the Department of Culture, Media 
and Sport, who are the ones handling this project, about the PC’s concerns that the plans for much 
improved mobile phone coverage for Turville have not come to fruition, the great sums of government 
money that must have been wasted in preparatory work, the lack of communication and knowledge of 
the project management. It was agreed to copy Harlequin, Arqiva, our MP and our district councillor. 
The clerk to inform the Stonor and Wormsley estates of our action. 
 

It was agreed to move the next 4 agenda items further down the agenda. 
 
15/16.71 Superfast Broadband.  

The PC had received two notes from WD Cllr Chris Whitehead after his meeting with relevant parties to 
discuss the current situation.  
 
Cllr George Case reported that it now looks like there is no plan to do anything about the broadband ‘black 
hole’ that is Turville.  Connect Counties, who are managing the project to increase broadband coverage in 
Buckinghamshire will not do anything for Turville. They have plans to increase broadband coverage for 95% 
of their area and so will meet their target. 
 
A resident reported that there is work in the pipeline to upgrade to superfast broadband from Ibstone to the 
Turville exchange. That will mean that whoever is connected to fibre optic at the Turville exchange will be 
able to connect to superfast broadband. The cable to enable superfast broadband has been laid in a field.  
 
The meeting agreed that there is nothing the PC can do about the situation. 

 
15/16.72. WD Cllr Chris Whitehead had asked the parish council to consider suitable locations for the building of 
     affordable housing in the parish. 
                  This item was moved to the next meeting when WD Cllr Chris Whitehead could be asked to discuss  
     the matter. 

 
15/16.73 The PC noted the new duties that will come into force August 2016 regarding auto-enrolment for pensions.  
 
15/16.74 Buckinghamshire Local Access Forum: 
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The Buckinghamshire Local Access Forum has invited a member of the PC to join a working group of 
volunteers taking part in historical research towards achieving more joined-up public access on the rights of 
way network.  
S53 of the Countryside and Right of Way Act 200 outlined the government’s intention to close the definitive 
map on 1st January 2026 to certain claims for new footpaths, bridleways and restricted byways.  This 
invitation had been repeated by the Open Spaces Society. Cllr Alice Nuttgens volunteered to join the group. 
 

15/16.75 Undergrounding electric cables in Turville. 
  Scottish and Southern Energy (SSE) had put forward a new location for the switching station. The PC agreed             
to the new location. It was noted that the request to consider the removal of the transformer had been 
ignored. 
 

15/16.76 Bcc Devolved Services. 
It was noted that BCC are still trying to devolve services to parish councils. They have agreed that they do 
not carry out any services in the 30mph zones in the parish that could be devolved to the PC. 
 
It was also noted that BCC have announced that they will not undertake any more non-essential expenditure 
this financial year. 
 

15/16.77 Finance: 
The clerk explained the basics of the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL).  A charge is levied on 
residential developments where the floor space is increased by 100sq m or more, it covers new builds 
and extensions. There are conditions under which exemption can be claimed. The CIL charge is 
calculated using a formula. Parish councils in which the development occurs are handed  15% of that 
charge by the Planning Authority, which they can spend on community infrastructure projects that are 
not provided by other authorities and which will benefit the community affected by the building work. 
The CIL income and expenditure has to be accounted for separately in the PC’s accounts. 

a. Budget 
i. The budget figures provided were incorrect, there were misrepresented and missing items and 
decisions made had not been reflected. The clerk was asked to revise the figures and circulate them in 
the next 2 weeks to allow the PC to hold correctly informed discussion. 

 
ii. The election costs were still not known and the PC was extremely concerned about suggested costs. 
Clerk to write to WDC asking them for the figures and stating that the PC is concerned about an 
unexpected large sum, which had not been known about at the time this year’s budget was set. 
 
iii. CIL money received. The PC to discuss at the next meeting to what use this money could be put. 
 
iv. The clerk was asked to amend the variance figures shown under finance to correctly reflect the 

figures. 
b. It was noted that the second half precept was received from WDC of £3,125.  
c. The bank statement dated (28/10/15) showed that Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) payment of 

£1,930.43 was received from WDC.  
d. Bank balances: 

Cleared balance Lloyds 28/09/15-      £ 10,070.78  
Nationwide 31/12/14        £   1,797.27 
Sub-total                              £ 11,898.05  
Add CIL received        £   1,930.43 
        £ 13,828.48 
less Oct/Nov  payments           £  4,006.75      
Closing balance/funds available     £  9,791.73 
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e. Financial position as at 12/11/15: 
 

Income Year to 
date 

12/11/15 
£ 

Budget 
2015/16 

 
£ 

Expenditure Year to date 
12/11/15 

 
£ 

Budget 
2015/16 

 
£ 

Anticipated 
Variances 
Budget vs 

est. annual 
exp.  

£ 

Precept 6500.00 6500.00 Staff costs 1944.25 3333.00 0 

WDC grant 78.91 79.00 Admin Expenses 261.38 500.00 0 

CIL 1930.43 0 Insurance 265.00 277.00 +12 

Vat 
repayment 

  Grass cutting 195.00 350.00 +90 

Interest   Donations 0 100.00 0 

   Subscriptions 123.48 175.00 0 

   Maintenance 144.72 400.00 +150 

   Internal audit fee 20.00 20.00 0 

   PC election 0 200.00 -1300 

   Training 0 75.00 +25 

   Commons 3000.00 3500.00 +500 

   Sundry 6.00 250.00 +200 

   Footpath 
improvements 

0 1000.00 0 

   Vat 652.46   

Total income 8509.34 6579.00 Total 
expenditure 

6612.29 10180.00 -323 

 
f. Clerk’s salary incl. working from home allowance October and November 2015 by S/O of £277.75 per 

month was approved 
g. Between meetings cheque 172 for RJ Symes for grass cutting in September of £54.00 was signed. 
h. The following payments were approved and the cheques signed: 

Cheques  approved: Description £ 

Open Spaces Society Subscription 2015/16 45.00 

Mr R Harman Himalayan Balsam clearance 
Turville Heath Common incl 
Vat 

3,600.00 

D Hansen Clerk’s expenses  Oct/Nov 30.00 

Total  3,675.00 

 
15/16.78 Review the PC’s Risk assessment.     } It was agreed to move all these 

         } items to the agenda of the next  
15/16.79 Review the updated Standing Orders.     } meeting.  

         } 
15/16.80 Review the updated Financial Standing Orders.    } 

         } 
15/16.81 Review Parish Council assets and any required maintenance.  }  

 

15/16.82 The date of the next Meeting was confirmed as Wednesday 13 January at Turville Village Hall, Northend at 
     7.30pm. 

Dates for future meetings:  
Wednesday 9 March in Turville, 11 May in Northend, 13 July in Turville,14 September in Northend and 9 
November in Turville. 

 

The Chairman………………………………………………………………………    Date………….. 


