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            FFFFirst Class Mailirst Class Mailirst Class Mailirst Class Mail    
 
A tribute to Terry Buckett, postman and  
person extraordinaire, who died on  
10 November, by long-time Northend  
resident Peter Langford 
 
Terry and I first met when we were five years  
of age, some 51 years ago. My guess is that  
there are a few others around who also stood  
in line at the old Trinity school. Fresh-faced  
little children, wondering what lay in store for  
us down life’s long and mysterious road. 
 
For Terry his road led to achievement and,  
judging by my not infrequent chats with him  
over the front gate on Northend common, to  
a great deal of personal pride and fulfilment. 
 
Being a Buckinghamshire boy wrongly put in an 
Oxfordshire school I soon found myself whizzed off to 
Turville. Terry and I lost contact until five years later 
we both attended good old Gillotts. Even at that early 
age Terry always seemed to be a guy that knew his own 
mind and was not afraid to speak it. He got on with 
everyone and never seemed to fall out with people. He 
showed me a great deal of friendship: I shall always 
remember this.   
 
At that young age both of us loved sport. Terry shone 
on the football field. I still remember his comment 
when we were walking across the courtyard from Mrs 
White’s Class L3W:  
 
      “Pete, you’re the cricketer but I’m the school footballer”.  

 
He said it with that mixture of cheeky grin and broad 
smile that so many people over the years have seen and 
become so fond of. 
 
Again, as life shifts us down different routes, people 
lose contact. For a while Terry and I didn’t see each 
other. I pursued a career in surveying. One day, I had 
to visit a house in Henley with a view to organising 
some building work. I was greeted on the doorstep by 
the residents: Mr & Mrs Terry Buckett. Both Pauline 
and Terry made me welcome. Terry and I spent much 
time chewing over old memories like a younger version 
of the old men in the Muppets.   

It wasn’t long after that he was regularly delivering our 
post out in far flung Northend. Terry the school mate 
had become Terry the postman.  The Oxford English 
dictionary defines a postman, unsurprisingly, as a 
person who collects or delivers post. Terry added a few 
other bits to the job description, not least social 
worker, stand-in paramedic and part time community 
neighbourhood watch officer. And if you wanted to 
know who was doing what with whom in Ivy Cottage, 
you didn’t ask Terry. Even though he knew, he was 
totally discrete… 
 
Postman Terry had time for people. He looked out for 
them; he cared for them. There are several people in 
the Turville and Stonor valleys whose personal well 
being owed a considerable amount to his timely 
intervention and kindness.  
 
He loved children and they responded, sometimes 
looking a bit awestruck and confused like my own 
daughters when, as little girls, they had a problem in 
working out just who was the real Postman Pat: the 
one on the telly or the one whom dad is always talking 
to. Terry played along with the illusion. One day he 
bought them a Postman Pat story book reassuring the 
girls that his cat Jess really was in his van. This little 
tale, I am sure repeated elsewhere on his rounds in 
one  way or another, was  just a typical  example of the  
man’s innate love of people and a simple kindness that 

 
Continued on page 2 

Terry Buckett MBE 1952 - 2009 
Sally Swift Photography 



Parish Council: November 2009 
 
At the request of the Diocese of Oxford, the council 
discussed the parochial church council’s plans for the 
additional burial spaces on land kindly donated by a 
parishioner. The parochial church council wishes to 
continue to manage the burial ground itself. The 
parish council decided that it was not able to offer 
financial assistance but that individual members 
would support any fundraising activities.  
 
The parish council agreed to adopt the red phone box 
in Turville village for £1. The phone service will be 
disconnected (it had been used only 66 times in the 
past 12 months). The council will invite suggestions for 
the use of the Turville and Northend boxes.  
 
The council had written to Wycombe district council 
and Lord Sainsbury about the felling of one of the 
original lime trees at Turville Heath (see page 8). Lord 
Sainsbury has promised to notify the parish council in 
advance of any future tree work. The felled tree will be 
replaced. Lord Sainsbury’s agent subsequently briefed 
the parish council on the plans for the conservation of 
the avenue.   
 
The council has briefed Buckinghamshire county 
council officials on its opposition to any stopping up of 
the public road leading to Turville Court.   
 
The council noted that all visitors and contractors  for 
the Wormsley estate are instructed to use the 
Stokenchurch gate. There is no access through the 
Turville valley entrance.  
 
The next council meeting will be at 7.30pm on 
Wednesday 13 January at Turville school.   

Saint Mary the Virgin, TurvilleSaint Mary the Virgin, TurvilleSaint Mary the Virgin, TurvilleSaint Mary the Virgin, Turville    

Christmas ServicesChristmas ServicesChristmas ServicesChristmas Services    
 
4 December 
 Messiah, Hambleden church  
12 December: 3pm  

Carols on the green  
13 December: 4pm  

Railway nativity   
Fawley Green Railway Station 

19 December: 6pm  
Carol service   

20 December: 9.15am 
 Church mice  
24 December: 11.30pm  

Midnight mass  
25 December: 9.30am  

Eucharist  
3 January  5pm  

Informal valley praise 
10 January 5pm  

Plough Sunday 
 

For other services in the Hambleden valley, visit: 
www.hambleden-valley-churches.org.uk 

was done without strings, without seeking favour or 
reward.  
 
My own elderly father and mother used to look forward 
to the daily post round to the farm. Terry would make 
sure they were OK and safe before depositing the post, 
leaving with a wave of the hand and one of mum’s 
home baked pasties in his pocket.   
 
Terry’s incidents of kindness and compassion were 
repeated throughout the Turville and Stonor valleys 
and I am sure this was the case in numerous other 
parts of Terry’s life. It was no surprise that the 
community got together and nominated him for the 
MBE, something we all know he was tremendously 
proud of. However, as a mark of the man, it was also 
something he was forever modest about. 
 
This modesty was also founded on a large dollop of 
wisdom. The residents of the far flung Turville and 
Stonor valleys held a reception in my home village of 
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Northend to celebrate 30 years of Terry’s postal 
career. It was a chance again to say thanks to a man 
who went out of his way for us, and at the end of his 
short, witty and unassuming thank you speech he 
rounded off with these heart felt words… 
 
   “Be kind to each other, there is no time for animosity. In these 
   troubled times its something we would all do well to remember.” 

 
Terry Buckett MBE: postman and person 
extraordinaire! 
 
My old school buddy will be remembered as a “1st 
class mail”. While he had had it hard over the last few 
years, he was  a true fighter. He led a full life. He was a 
local lad who had “done good” and who had achieved 
something that most can only strive to accomplish. He 
made a difference to a lot of people. They will 
genuinely miss him.   
 
God bless and sleep well. 

Peter Langford 



Who can you see?Who can you see?Who can you see?Who can you see? 
This is a the Turville parish Christmas party in 
December 1955. If you look closely, you may be 

able to see a couple of familiar faces. 
Thanks to Janis Harman who kindly supplied us 

with this photograph. 
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Animal BlessingAnimal BlessingAnimal BlessingAnimal Blessing    
 
The annual animal blessing took place on Turville 
village green on Saturday 10 October. It was, as usual, 
very well attended and the sun dutifully shone. 
  The Rev John Wigram conducted the service with the 
newly ordained Jeremy Mais saying a prayer for the 
pets. Hymns were sung and every animal was blessed 
individually, mostly dogs and horses – and one 
chicken! 
  The vicar even went to bless Diabo at the stables 
whose age prevented him from getting to the service. 
  A generous collection of £82 went to the Anglican 
Fund for the Welfare of Animals. The blessing has 
been taking part on the Saturday nearest St Francis of 
Assisi Day for many years. Long may it continue. 

Revd John Wigram blessing Buffy from Turville 

Christmas Cracker Holiday ClubChristmas Cracker Holiday ClubChristmas Cracker Holiday ClubChristmas Cracker Holiday Club    
Annabel Bush and Anna Eykyn are running a 
Christmas Cracker holiday activity club for four to 
eight year olds on 21, 22 and 23 December in the 
village hall - 9.30am to 3.30pm each day. The cost is 
£40 a day.   

If you are interested, email Annabel at: 
annabelbush@hotmail.co.uk 
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The The The The Turville Times Turville Times Turville Times Turville Times Prize Prize Prize Prize QuizQuizQuizQuiz        
 
In time-honoured tradition, the editors decided that they should check your recollections of the past year. The 
first 19 questions can be answered from the first six issues (including this issue) of the Turville Times.  Back 
issues are available at www.turvilleparishcouncil.org.uk.  
 
Three prizes have been kindly donated:  
 

• a bottle of champagne 

• a pack of Aberdeen Angus beef from White Pond Farm (see page 7) 

• a box of crackers from the Tree Barn (see page 7).   
 
The prizes will be presented at the parish Christmas party on Sunday 13 December (see page 3 for your 
invitation) to those with the highest scores. The caption competition will be used as a tiebreaker.   
 
Entries should be mailed, e-mailed or given to either of the editors so as to be received no later that 11.00am on 
Sunday 13 December. The e-mail address is turvilletimes@btinternet.com. For further delivery advice, call 
David on 638 296 or Lauren on 638 454. Entries may also be handed to the editors at the Christmas party in the 
village hall but no later than 12.30pm.   
 
The editors decisions on all matters are final.    
 
1. In July 1969, Neil Armstrong walked for two and a half hours on the moon.  Which Turville resident moon 

walked for seven and a half hours in May 2009?  

2. What was Rafe’s winning message to motorists? 

3. Who weaved “little bits of string and moths and feathers and thistledown in parabolic concentric curves”? 

4. We lost two well loved locals who shared a fondness for the same garden.  Name both of them.   

5. In 1996, who was the fifth person to be asked to be the first chairman of the Turville village association? 

6. In May 2009, who stepped down as the chairman of the Parish Council? 

7. How many rounders did Northend score to win the match against Turville? 

8.  Who baa-baa’d all the way to the church? 

 
 
10. Where is this?  

 
 
9. What is the link between this group of people and the programme 

for the London Olympics?   
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11. Which team, trailing by 10 points at the beginning of the final round, beat the cricket club and Turville 
Heath to win a parish competition? 

12. Whose “wild but tended” garden stood out from the rest? 

13. Which September visitor is no longer an accountant by profession but admits he still looks and dresses 
like one? 

14. Which local farmer bowled 11 maidens at Stonor? 

15. The village hall was magically transformed into which city on 25 November 2009? 

16. Who is Sarah Turner?  

17. What was the theme for this year’s Lent talks in the Hambleden valley churches?   

18. Who was “very Mr Average” on 6 October?   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
21. (Tiebreaker) Suggest a caption for the photograph below.   

 

Caption CompetitionCaption CompetitionCaption CompetitionCaption Competition    
 
Suggest a caption for the photograph taken early one April morning at Turville Park farm. Two prizes are on 
offer - one for under 12s and the other for the older members of the parish.   
 
Entries should be mailed, e-mailed or given to either of the editors so as to be received no later that 11.00am 
on Sunday 13 December. The e-mail address is turvilletimes@btinternet.com. For further delivery advice, call 
David on 638 296 or Lauren on 638 454. Entries may also be handed to the editors at the Christmas party in 
the village hall but no later than 1130am for the under 12s competition and no later than 12.30pm for the older 
competitors.    
 

19. What is this?  
 

 

20. In addition to the top of masthead of the 
Turville Times, where in the parish will you 
find these signs?  Hint: they are not two 
photographs of the same sign. 

 

(a) 

 
(b) 

 

 



Congratulations to … 
 

… Judy Malcolmson  and Jo McConville who 
raised over £1,000 at the table top and car boot sale at 
Northend for St Matthews Children’s Fund Ethiopia 

 
… Anna Eykyn of Northend who loved every minute 
of the New York marathon, completing the course in 
four hours. 26  minutes and raising £2,700 (and still 
rising) for the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation 
and Facing the World.   
 
… Nick Phillips of Turville Heath who  
needs new knees for Christmas after  
completing a 100 km off road mountain  
bike trail on 3 October. He raised £750 in 
aid of the Motor And Allied Trades  
Benevolent Fund which provides care and  
support, both financially and emotionally  
for employees and their dependants in  
times of need. Still chance to donate at: 
www.justgiving.com/nick-phillips.   
 

... to Tom White for his appointment as a vice-
captain of Turville Park cricket club.  
 
… and, last but far from least, to Annabel Bush, 
Margaret Drage, Pam Harper, Robin Nagy and  
Charlotte Stuart who collected almost £700 in the 
parish for the Royal British Legion poppy appeal.   

Prize Winning Marrows! 
 

The weigh-in for the marrow competition in aid of 
Maplewood school took place on 6 October at the Bull 
& Butcher. Well done to the following people: 
 

Longest marrow 
1st Eric Thurman 31" 
2nd Olly Harman 30" 
3rd Vivien Goody 27" 

 

Heaviest marrow 
1st Olly Harman 49.5 lbs 

2nd = Table Tennis Club 43 lbs 
2nd = Simon Bradford 43 lbs 

 

Junior entry: Olly George 
 

Miss Small: Wendy Duerden 
 

Knarliest/ugliest marrow: Mia Rogers 
 

Very Mr Average: Ian Hollier 
 
The best (legal and tasteful!) use of a marrow will be 
judged on 1 December, also at the Bull & Butcher.  

 
More information from Robin Harman on 07701 

063 303. 

Ones to Watch…Ones to Watch…Ones to Watch…Ones to Watch…    
 
Two of Turville’s residents are making a name for 
themselves in the equestrian field. Lauren Fois competes 
in show jumping, while Samantha Thurman-Baker’s 
chosen sport is dressage.  
 
Samantha, sixteen, has won many prestigious competitions 
this year with her 8 year old gelding Spring Pascal. She 
has climbed the rankings and is on the shortlist for the 
junior British team. She has already represented Britain 
in Ireland where she won. She is on the junior prime squad 
and is hoping to compete all around Europe next year. 
 
Nineteen year old Lauren and her 6 year old Walton’s Top 
Flight have gone from British novice classes to Foxhunter 
in one season - quite an accomplishment. They have had 
many wins and recently competed at the National Scope 
Championships where they came a credible fourth in a class 
of 230. Lauren hopes to qualify for the Horse of The Year 
Show in 2010. 
 
Both have trained their horses at the Turville valley stud 
with help from respective mums and are looking forward to 
even bigger things next year.   

Samantha & Spring Pascal 

Lauren & Walton’s Top Flight 
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Neighbourhood Action GroupNeighbourhood Action GroupNeighbourhood Action GroupNeighbourhood Action Group    
 
What have the neighbourhood action group (NAG) 
been doing on the issues that you told it were 
important?   
 
Speeding 

• Community speedwatch has been recording 
speeding motorists in the area. The police have 
sent them warning letters.   

• Make the commitment not to speed – hundreds of 
people have promised to stick to the speed limit.  

• Lessons and poster competitions at Danesfield, 
Ibstone, Frieth and Turville nursery school (see the 
August issue of the Turville Times) . 

• Stand at Henley Show. 
 
Burglary and theft 

• Crime prevention tips published monthly on notice 
boards and through parish councils. 

• Leaflets given to local businesses for attaching to 
their receipts. 

• Posters in car parks and beauty spots asking 
people to secure vehicles. 

• Boat security – marina and Harleyford given 
leaflets. 

• Crime reduction advice offered  
 
Large goods vehicles using country lanes 

• Meeting with Bucks county council. 

• Some signage to be reviewed 
 
What would you like the group to concentrate on next? 
Complete the enclosed NAG questionnaire and post it 
to Marlow police station or drop it off at Hambleden 
shop. Or email your comments to 
sarah.turner@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk.  

Christmas Christmas Christmas Christmas SSSShopping hopping hopping hopping GuideGuideGuideGuide    
 
We lack any shops in the parish but there are still 
opportunities in or just outside the parish for your 
Christmas shopping needs. Save on food miles, carbon 
emissions, parking fees and time while helping local 
traders.   
 
Christmas cards 
 
Photographer Sally Swift is selling Christmas cards in 
the Bull and Butcher. There is a choice of St Mary the 
Virgin church in Turville in the snow or smaller versions 
of the large canvasses displayed in the Bull and Butcher.   
 
Turkeys 
 
White Pond farm at Stonor is less than a quarter mile 
outside the parish but much of its land is inside the 
parish. Simon, Lindy and Tora Stracey are selling 
free range bronze, barn reared white and organic 
turkeys from the Walters family of Aldworth. Orders for 
turkeys, sausages, bacon and gammon plus White Pond 
reared beef can be placed by calling 638 224. Turkey 
collection day on 23 December is great fun with mulled 
wine plus a sausage and burger barbecue – and no 
parking problems.  www.whitepondfarm.co.uk 
 
Christmas trees, decorations, gifts and lots more  
 
The Tree Barn at Christmas Common is less than a 
mile outside the parish boundary. Andrew and Jane 
Ingram supply home grown Christmas trees and a 
wonderful selection of other Christmas related goods in 
a friendly and relaxed atmosphere. Open seven days a 
week from 9am to 5pm (7pm on Thursdays). 
www.thetreebarn.co.uk 
 
Christmas cakes, puddings, pies and more  
 
The Frog at Skirmett is a couple of miles outside the 
parish boundary. Its food shop will be open for one 
morning only prior to Christmas and that is from 9am to 
12 noon on Wednesday 9 December. Go there for cakes, 
puddings, pies, pickles, decorations and lots more.   
 
For riders  
 
Inside the parish, you can buy saddles, bridles and other 
leather work from Alice Nuttgens at Idlecombe farm 
in the Turville valley. More information at: 
www.alicenuttgenssaddlers.co.uk   
 
For gardeners  
 
You can buy lawn mowers, chain saws and other garden 
machinery from Rodney Pickett at Southend 
common. He also services mowers and other garden 
equipment.   
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Ibstone School Ibstone School Ibstone School Ibstone School     

Christmas Market and Craft FairChristmas Market and Craft FairChristmas Market and Craft FairChristmas Market and Craft Fair 
 
When? Saturday 5 December at 12 noon to 3pm 

 
Where? Ibstone C of E Infant School 

 
Unique affordable Christmas gifts, table decorations, 
jewellery, cards, candles, handbags, pampered chef, 

handicrafts and wonderful food goodies at our 
village school 

 
Plenty to see for all ages, as well as children's craft 
activities, face painting, traditional stalls, and even a 

visit to Santa’s grotto. 
 

Soup, sausage and a roll, mulled wine, mince pies & 
other refreshments are available. 



 

The Turville Times is published six times a year by Turville parish council and distributed to all households in the parish 

and adjacent areas of Northend. Past issues and agendas for, and minutes of, meetings are available at 
www.turvilleparishcouncil.org.uk.  

Editors: David Cairns (638 296) and Lauren Fois (638 454); turvilletimes@btinternet.com. 
Printed by Ruscombe Litho & Digital Printing Ltd, Reading 
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Your Your Your Your pppparish arish arish arish ccccouncilouncilouncilouncil    
 

David Cairns (chairman) 638 296 
Steve Blake   638 740 
Margaret Drage   638 384 
Danny Fois   638 454 
Richard Higgin   638 603 
 

Parish Clerk: 
Deirdre Hansen      01494 562254 
     turvillepc@tiscali.co.uk 

The The The The Lime AvenueLime AvenueLime AvenueLime Avenue    
 

The lime avenue on Turville Heath was originally 
planted by William Perry, who built the present 
house at Turville Park in 1741. It was quite probably 
unique in consisting entirely of small-leafed limes, 
whereas most lime avenues were planted with either 
the common or broad-leafed species.    

 
When the Hoare Nairne family purchased the estate 
in 1880, trees that had been lost were replaced with 
common limes. Generally, these are the tallest trees 
on the avenue today. During the twentieth century, 
gaps were filled with the common species, but in 
recent years specially grown small-leafed limes have 
been planted exclusively as part of an extensive 
restoration project. Today there are about 120 trees 
on the avenue, of which 20 are veterans that were 
planted by Perry in the mid-eighteenth century.    

 
 
In 1996 Turville Park was acquired by Lord Sainsbury. In 2001, the estate obtained planning permission to fell 
most of the veteran trees that had survived from Perry’s original planting. They were saved at the eleventh hour 
through the efforts of many in the local community and publicity in the national press.    

 
In response to this, the estate engaged the arboricultural 
consultants, Treework Environmental Practice (TEP) to prepare a 
report on the trees and a plan for the future management of the 
avenue. TEP noted that, with careful long term management, “there 
is a strong likelihood that those surviving small-leafed lime trees 
will have the capacity to live through the twenty-first century and 
beyond”. It has been said of the species that it has “near 
immortality”. Conservation and replanting work has since been 
carried out in accordance with TEP’s plan.  
 
The felling in September of one of Perry’s veteran trees alarmed 
many.   

Phillip Arnott 
 

See page 2 for a summary of the recent actions of the parish council and the response of the Turville Park estate. 

 

 
The remains of the lime tree planted by William  

Perry in the 1740s and felled in September 2009 

Dates for your diaryDates for your diaryDates for your diaryDates for your diary    
 
1 December Best use of marrow (p6) 
13 December Christmas party, Village hall (p3) 
 
Parish council (2010) 
13 January  Turville school 
17 March Village hall 
5 May (AGM) Turville school 
 
The next (four page) issue of the Turville Times will be 
published at the end of January. Copy date is 20 January.  


